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Commissioner for Patents 

The supplemental reply brief filed June 8, 2004 has been entered and considered. The appellant asserts that the examiner refers to the 
instant specification to shed light on the nature of the instant invention and compare it to the prior art. The examiner is not in 
agreement. The examiner has used the instant specification to shed light on the nature flif the instant invention being claimed and used 
the prior art only in the rejection of the claims. Page 2, lines 3-9 of the instant specification discloses that the role of inflammation in 
cardiovascular disease is becoming more understood. Since it is known that anti-inflammatories such as COX-2 inhibitors treat 
inflammation related vascular disease and myocardial infarction and since it is known from the teaching of "Merck" that lipid 
lowering agents reduce the formation of plaque on blood vessels which would lead to the inflammation related vascular disease of the 
Searle WO Publication, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine 
these two agents to treat a vascular disease such as atherosclerosis (a vascular disease). The application has been forwarded to the 
Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences for decision on the appeal. 
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